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Access to IP Due Diligence



IPZilla Overview

� Eclipse Development Process 
requires all 3rd party libraries 
used in Eclipse Projects be 
approved by Eclipse 
Foundation

� Eclipse Foundation performs 
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� Eclipse Foundation performs 
recursive analysis of libraries 
for pedigree, license 
compatibility, code scans for 
incompatible code and other 
possible problems, etc.

� This process is managed by a 
tool known to Eclipse 
Committers as “IPZilla”.



IPZilla By The Numbers…

� Over 2000 libraries reviewed
� “approved” or “rejected”

� Dozens of new projects reviewed each month
� Kinds of Libraries:

� Libraries included with Eclipse Projects will be EPL 
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� Libraries included with Eclipse Projects will be EPL 
compatible, typically Apache, BSD, MIT or other “permissive” 
or “weak copyleft” style licenses.  For example:

� Apache Axis 1.4 - axis.jar Version: 1.4 

� Commons Codec Version: 1.3 

� jaxrpc.jar version: 1.1 
� jaxen Version: 1.1 

� Dojo Toolkit Version: 0.4.2-ajax 

� Xerces Version: 2.9.0



Example – Jaxen-1.1.1

Copyright © 2008 Eclipse Foundation, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Made available under the Eclipse Public License 1.0 4

� The Library is submitted for consideration for an Eclipse 
Project…



Example – Jaxen-1.1.1
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� A documented conversation takes place…  Note that it’s not 
uncommon to document conversations with the original authors 
of a 3rd party library



Example – Jaxen-1.1.1
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� After much interaction occurs and after much 
research, a conclusion is reached.



Example Notes

� Even though a library is rejected for use in Eclipse 
Projects, it is not to say the library couldn’t be used 
safely.  It is merely a data point to IP Analysts 
considering using that library that more due 
diligence or risk must be considered.
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diligence or risk must be considered.
� When a library is approved for use in Eclipse, it is a 

useful data point for IP Analysts, but the there is 
also much data in the conversations about the 
library that can help organization adverse to risk.



Business Opportunities
� Can we expand access to IPZilla to create a revenue 

opportunity for the Eclipse Foundation?

� Option 1:  Outsource IP Audits
� Provide outsourcing services for organizations that 

want to have open source projects audited.
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� Option 2: OEM IPZilla Data
� Provide the data from IPZilla to companies that 

might be interested in bundling/reselling the results
� Option 3: Sell Direct Access to large enterprise

� Large companies that are concerned about open 
source governance and IP cleanliness might want 
to have access.


